
painful when they don’t pass on 
Christian values to their children.  
      Our calling is to ensure that our 
family’s faith life never becomes a 
dull routine, but that it stays vibrant 
and alive. Encourage your 
grandchildren to go to church with 
you, let them ask questions, and 
pray privately with them. Get 
involved with them in charity and 
church activities, such as greeters 
before mass, bringing up the gifts or 
helping others. Sometimes, all we 
need to do is just be there for them 
and be ourselves. We need to make 
it clear to them that they are able 
come to us when the need is there.  
  -By Lil Dailey  

 This is truly the age of grandparents 
in the church - an age when we are 
called upon to embrace our vocation 
by passing on our faith to the next 
generation, and to reinforce the 
power of prayer in family life. This 
is a vocation from which we can 
never retire. We don’t educate 
children because they are Catholic. 
We educate them because WE are 
Catholics. More than ever before, 
today’s families are pulled in so 
many different directions. Some 
children are without role models or 
guidance to develop a faith-centered 
life.                            . 
      As grandparents, and in the 
Spirit of Jesus’ grandparents, St. 
Joachim and St. Anne, we 
demonstrate, promote and 
encourage an active Catholic faith-
filled life as our legacy to the church 

and our families. We embrace this 
vocation by sharing stories, ideas and 
concerns. We provide resources in ways 
to teach children about our faith and 
keep prayer at the heart of family life.  
      Grandparents have no agenda. They 
simply want the best for their 
grandchildren. They want them to be 
good, decent human beings who know 
the difference between right and wrong. 
We want them to make good moral 
decisions and to be able to find their 
way back to a loving, forgiving, and non
-judgmental God should they ever stray.  
      Families are being challenged by 
disruption to the continuity of faith in 
that there are so many temptations in 
our society that conflict with the 
teachings of the Catholic Church. It can 
be upsetting to realize that this driving 
wedges between us and the next 
generation. It is part of a wider cultural 
process of secularization. It is 
heartbreaking to see our families move 
away from the Church and even more 

 This second Newsletter 
from the Vocations Committee 
here in our parishes in 
Ogdensburg is emphasizing the 
role of many vocations in the 
life of the Church.                                                    
 When I was asked to write 
about my journey to priesthood, 
I had no idea where to begin, 
but the more I think about it 
now, I have pages to write. 
Without any doubt, I could say 
that the basic foundation of my 
priesthood began when I 
closely associated myself to the 
altar of God by being an altar 
server right after I received my 
First Holy Communion. 
 At the beginning of my 
seminary formation we were 
numbered at around 85 
seminarians but after the 11 
years of priestly formation in 
different institutes only 5 of us 
were ordained to the 
priesthood.  Many times, I have 
asked myself and God: “Why 
me?” I must begin by saying 
that it is impossible to explain 
entirely.  For it remains a 
mystery, even to myself. Today 
I am deeply grateful to God for 
my vocation to the 

priesthood.  Nothing means more 
to me or gives me greater joy than 
to celebrate Mass each day and to 
serve God's people in the 
Church.  That has been true ever 
since the day of my ordination as 
a priest.  
 The priestly vocation is 
essentially a call to sanctity, in the 
form that derives from the 
Sacrament of Holy 
Orders.  Sanctity is intimacy with 
God; it is the imitation of Christ, 
poor, chaste and humble; it is 
unreserved love for souls and self
-giving to their true good; it is 
love for the church which is holy 
and wants us to be holy, because 
such is the mission that Christ has 
entrusted to it.  Each one of you 
must be holy also in order to help 
your brothers pursue their 
vocation to sanctity.  I like to 
conclude with the words of St. 
John Paul II that “The world 
looks to the priest, because it 
looks to Jesus!  No one can see 
Christ; but everyone sees the 
priest, and through him they wish 
to catch a glimpse of the 
Lord!  Immense is the grandeur of 
the Lord! Immense is the 
grandeur and dignity of the 

priest!”  
 Hence it is the responsibility 
of each one of us not just the 
priests and the religious but 
everyone is called to be holy and 
create a culture of vocations in the 
community where we live.  And 
that is how we build the kingdom 
of God here on earth. This season 
of Advent is a great opportunity 
for us to think and come to that 
realization of how God is 
counting on each one of us to do 
our part in his kingdom. 
Therefore let us encourage and 
help one another, especially the 
young people of our times to find 
their true vocation.  Please, feel 
free to contact any one of us with 
any questions regarding how to 
find your true vocation; or if you 
need to help someone.  
 Wishing you all a Merry 
Christmas and a fruitful New Year 
2018.            -Rev. Justin Thomas 
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“For there is 
born to you, 
this day, in 
the city of 
David, a 
Savior, who 
is Christ the 
Lord..” 
                                                                             
(Luke 2:11) 
 
A  Very  
Merry Christmas  
and  Blessed  
New Year to all 
our Brothers 
and Sisters in 
Christ! 
 -From your 
 Vocations 
 Committee 

P A G E  2  

The Desire of the Heart 
desire by experiencing the vocations 
of others. Our relationship with a 
priest or religious sister or a married 
couple, seeing them live out their 
vocation and talking to them, we are 
moved towards it or against it. 

The desire of our heart towards a 
vocation is most especially revealed to 
us by our relationship with God. For it 
is God who made us and with great 
care designed the love in our heart. As 
the Catechism says, “All creatures 
receive all that they are and have from 
him” (1 213). He knows us completely 
and he is Truth, so when we turn to 
him in prayer and beseech him, he tells 
us the truth about ourselves. 
Therefore, to come to know ourselves 
and thus our vocation, it is essential to 
deepen our relationship with God, 
spending time in prayer, especially 
silent prayer, growing in love and trust 
in him. As beautifully said by Blessed 
John Henry Newman, in our prayer 
with God, “heart speaks to heart.”  

I have seen this in the story of my 
own vocation and I am sure it will 
continue as my story continues to 
unfold. As a look back on my journey 
thus far, I recognize that my vocation 
has been not so much a call from the 
outside, but an awakening from 
within. A deep moving of my heart, 
my own being. These experiences 
have come from my relationships with 
others, especially God, in prayer. I 
take stock in these experiences, but do 
not consider them final. Of course, at 
some point, you must decide and 
commit to one or the other. But even if 
you already have, God continues to 
call you to love in a unique and ever 
greater way, so continue to listen and 
grow closer to him and those around 
you, his children. God’s call is not 
something different from what has 
always been in your heart, but is a call 
helping you to discover that deep 
desire. Listen, recognize the deep truth 
in his words, and respond joyously.  

                        - Carter Peirce 

I originally thought that it 
would be hard to fill a page 
with words about vocation, 
but as I reflected on this 
topic, I began to suspect that 
I would have the opposite 
problem. For to try to 
encapsulate the mystery of 

vocation is impossible. My own story is 
already quite lengthy and it is only 21 
years old and will only get longer. For as I 
said, our vocation is a mystery which we 
continue to gain insight into throughout 
our whole life. Of this mystery, I would 
like to share one piece I have discovered, 
which is that our vocation is not in 
opposition to our desires but is in fact our 
deepest desire, a desire discovered through 
relationship. 

When I first felt inside myself the 
inklings of a priestly vocation, I was quick 
to bury it. The idea of becoming a priest 
scared me, and it seemed the opposite 
what I wanted to do, which above all was 
to get married and raise a family. I saw the 
priesthood as contrary to my desires. Yet 
somehow, I am now in seminary studying 
to become a priest. How did that happen?  

At the time I thought my deepest desire 
was to become married, but I have since 
come to question that and now believe that 
it is in fact the priesthood which draws my 
heart the most. It is not that I do not desire 
marriage. I have desired it and I continue 
to do so. However, among the levels of 
desire, I had mistakenly judged it to be my 
greatest. For we are not always correct in 
our understanding of our desires. This is 
because we do not fully understand 
ourselves.  

This begs the question, how do we 
come to know ourselves? The answer, 
through relationship with others. Think of 
it on a very simple level, such as trying 
new foods. We try new foods because we 
see that others like them and think that we 
might like them as well. Sometimes we do 
and sometimes we do not. Either way, we 
learn something about ourselves. On a 
deeper level, our interactions with others 
reveal to us where we are embarrassed, 
where we are shy, where we are bold and 
confident, where we are impatient, where 
we are compassionate and so on. On the 
level of vocation, we learn of our own 

Find us on Facebook:  https://
www.facebook.com/St-Marys-
Cathedral-Ogdensburg-NY-

169779859747391/ 



P A G E  3  

Theresa presented 
the rosary in a 
burlap bag, sewn by 
Theresa, at a 
meeting. It was 
beautiful and 
stretched out to 
over four feet long. 
The “Traveling 
Rosary” was born. 
The Crowes agreed 
to make one for each church to be shared by families, 
to pray the rosary for vocations for a week. The 
rosaries continue to travel between homes. 

Four rosaries were only the beginning. Fr. 
O’Brien took an early rosary to a man dying of 
cancer. The man held the rosary while awake and 
asleep. When he passed, he carried the rosary into 
cremation. Larry and Theresa have presented rosaries 
to Bishop LaValley, the priests, deacons and religious 
of the four churches, the Catholic Schools across the 
diocese, the seminarians… During construction, 
Larry feels he is close to his son, Deacon Adam. The 
rosaries have been a source of healing for Larry.  

Each rosary is unique in size, shapes and corpus. 
Several people have helped by purchasing materials 
for building the rosaries. Together, Larry and Theresa 
relay what the rosaries mean to them. Larry explains 
the corpus is not simply screwed to wood. The corpus 
must be held down, as Christ was held down by six 
men who nailed him to the cross, then lifted the cross 
and dropped it into a hole to keep it upright. The 
assembly of the rosary mimics the blood, pain and 
torture of the crucifixion. The burlap bag recalls the 
spirits Larry saw when his heart restarted in the 
hospital. Theresa lines the bags with a red satin liner 
as a reminder of the blood of Christ.  

  - Deacon Jim Crowley 

The first part of this story appeared in the Easter 
2018 Vocation Newsletter which you can read at 
saintmaryscathedral.net/vocations. The quick version: 
Larry, a Presbyterian farmer, married Theresa, a local 
Catholic girl. They raised four children. Theresa 
retired from working at a local school. On Veterans’ 
Day 2013, Larry died and came back. Afterward, he 
was asked by Bishop LaValley and Fr. O’Brien to pray 
for injured and sick people in the parish. Wonderful 
healings happened and he received incredible 
expressions of gratitude from people who were 
unaware of his prayers. 

After some time, Fr. Kevin O’Brien asked the 
Crowes if they would like to work with the Vocations 
Committee that was forming for St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
Notre Dame, Ss. Philip and James and St. Raphael’s 
Churches. Larry and Theresa understand vocations. 
Their long marriage, their children’s marriages and a 
son’s vocation to the priesthood headline their 

vocation résumé. Adam, already a deacon, tragically 
died at age 26 just four months before his expected 
priestly ordination. 

Larry listened quietly at the first few Vocation 
Committee meetings. Theresa said just a little more 
than Larry. Eventually, the Committee heard of a 
“Traveling Chalice.” Families signed up to take a 
chalice home for a week. They would pray for 
vocations before the Chalice, return it the following 
weekend and another family would take it. The idea 
seemed a wonderful way to raise awareness and get 
people praying about vocations to the single, married, 
consecrated and ordained lives.  

While the committee pondered the “Traveling 
Chalice” concept, Larry quietly went home and started 
making wooden rosary beads in his basement 
workshop. Something about the chalice and the 
tradition of hanging a rosary outside for good weather 
at a wedding clicked in him. Eventually he assembled 
a large wooden rosary. He manually formed and 

stained beads and 
cross from wood. 
Theresa helped 
find an 
appropriate cord 
to weave the 
rosary together 
and provided a 
metal corpus 
(Christ’s body) 
and miraculous 
medals to adorn 
the cross and 
centerpiece.  
Larry and 

Part II: Power in Sharing Prayer 

Our Evangelization 
Committee has purchased 
a free book for all of our 
Parish Members.  It will 
be handed out at all our 
Christmas Masses. 

 

https://saintmaryscathedral.net/documents/2018/12/180401%20Vocations%20-%20Resurrection%20Living.pdf


We are members of the Catholic parishes in  

Heuvelton, Lisbon and Ogdensburg working and 

praying together to promote vocations in our Faith 

Communities including the ordained, consecrated, 

married and single life 

By virtue of our baptism into the Body of Christ 

we are all called to a vocation. Regardless of our 

vocation, every one of us is called to holiness and to 

bring Christ to the World in which we live.  

What is your vocation?  Are you preparing your children for their vocation?  How do we do that? We 

need to be an example to them and a light among the nations. 

“The Holy One of Israel” Is Among Us, Always 

Vocations Committee 

 Sometimes it’s difficult to 
decide what to talk about when 
writing about vocations. There are 
so many things that are worth saying 
about how we live our lives as 
Catholics! But as we approach 
Christmas, I think there’s a very 
specific message that can be shared 

between Catholics throughout the world.  
The birth of Christ is celebrated, re-lived and 

appreciated every year. It’s one of the most poignant 
moments in the liturgical calendar, when we celebrate 
the Word made Flesh. Sometimes I think it’s easy for us 
to forget how incredibly important that is. God, 
supremely infinite and glorious, all-powerful and 
without beginning or end... became man. This is a mind- 
boggling event! God reveals Himself to us, and in doing 
so reveals us to ourselves. Christ points us to what we 
should be and shows us how to do so throughout the 
course of His time among us, as we see in the Gospels. 
His entire life is ordered to this beautiful truth, that God 
loves mankind more than we can possibly imagine, so 
much that He becomes one of us. He elevates the 
entirety of humanity by drawing us to Himself and 
shows us how beautiful it is to dwell near Him.  

This is all important, but I think we tend to gloss 
over the implications of this incredible event. Christ first 
appears as a helpless child lying in a manger, a feeding 
trough. It is as if His first minutes after being born were 
already signifying that He would give Himself to us as 
Heavenly Food, the Bread of Life! When we pray 
before the Eucharist in adoration, what do we sing 
before benediction? “You have given them bread from 
heaven, having ALL sweetness within it”! The birth of 

Christ shows us God’s love for us, as does His gift of 
Himself in the Eucharist, through which we are joined 
to Him and each other in His Body, the Church.  

What does this mean for our vocations? Among 
other things, it shows us two important truths. First, 
that God loves us beyond our capacity to understand, so 
much so that he came down from heaven and was born 
of the Virgin Mary. Secondly, by feeding us with his 
Body and Blood, he unites our broken selves to His 
Whole self, and from this incredible union we are given 
the strength to live, as we should. The Christian life is 
about our response to Him, our willingness to be drawn 
near to Christ and to live as he did, in loving service of 
God and our fellow man. This can be done in the 
religious life, in the priesthood, and in the family life 
with incredible beauty, the beauty that reflects the Love 
of God for us. As we enter into the celebration of 
Christmas, let us ponder this Love that God shows us 
so freely, and be drawn near Him in the sacraments. 
Reconciliation and the Eucharist have a power beyond 
the ability of words to communicate: when we engage 
in them, we find ourselves drawn face to face with 
Jesus Christ, the Word Incarnate, King of Kings and 
our Blessed Lord. Gaze back into His face and allow 
yourself to give Him everything. Encounter Him, and 
know that your life can be a testimony to His love for 
you! Christmas reminds us that He loves us. All we 
have to do is love Him back.       - Doug Schirmer 


